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Klotshurak, who was Volosin's secretary and afterwards
Minister. R6vay's brother, who was leader of the
Ukrainian Party, was shot in the struggle. And this
brings us to one of the saddest chapters in the history
of a year by no means lacking in surprises. A few days
before the heavy fighting, Minister Klotshurak had
dined with me and had outlined his views, which favoured
an unyielding preservation of Carpatho-Ukrainian in-
dependence, and which were published by the Govern-
ment in a Press communiqu^ of March i3th, 1939. The
struggles in the Carpatho-Ukraine had, however, begun
months before this. They consisted of attacks by
Hungarian irregulars who were beaten back. Then
there was also fighting between Hungarian and Czech
troops in which howitzers were employed. A com-
mission was at once set up which settled the matter
peacefully. The Hungarians had wanted to fight, so as
to cause difficulties for the Carpatho-Ukrainians and for
the Central Government. They had hoped to call in
the Axis powers as arbitrators. Berlin, however, finally
became tired of intervening and, as in a previous dispute
of the Ukrainians with the Prague Government con-
cerning General Prchala, employed the classic expression
used by Augustus of Saxony at his abdication, * Do your
own dirty work!' The Ukrainians and Slovaks were
none the less spurred on by the Wilhelmstrasse in their
internal squabbles. Just as in the artificially fostered
conflict between the Czechs and Slovaks in March 1939,
the Wilhelmstrasse advised the Czechs to answer with
military force, but only so that Berlin could afterwards